











skip to main  |
      skip to sidebar



	Posts RSS
	Comments RSS




























M-BRANE SF





















	Home
	THE AETHER AGE



	FANTASTIQUE UNFETTERED



	THE REGION BETWEEN: Fletcher's personal blog



	NITHSKA: Bell's personal blog
	M-BRANE PRESS



	THE OUTER ALLIANCE



	EMERGENT ELEMENT
	THE LITTLE DEATH OF CROSSED GENRES
























Blog Archive




	



        ► 
      



2013

(3)
	



        ► 
      



May

(1)



	



        ► 
      



February

(1)



	



        ► 
      



January

(1)






	



        ► 
      



2012

(5)
	



        ► 
      



June

(2)



	



        ► 
      



February

(3)






	



        ► 
      



2011

(26)
	



        ► 
      



November

(1)



	



        ► 
      



October

(1)



	



        ► 
      



July

(2)



	



        ► 
      



June

(2)



	



        ► 
      



May

(3)



	



        ► 
      



April

(3)



	



        ► 
      



March

(4)



	



        ► 
      



February

(5)



	



        ► 
      



January

(5)






	



        ► 
      



2010

(99)
	



        ► 
      



December

(7)



	



        ► 
      



November

(5)



	



        ► 
      



October

(6)



	



        ► 
      



September

(4)



	



        ► 
      



August

(8)



	



        ► 
      



July

(9)



	



        ► 
      



June

(6)



	



        ► 
      



May

(8)



	



        ► 
      



April

(6)



	



        ► 
      



March

(12)



	



        ► 
      



February

(11)



	



        ► 
      



January

(17)






	



        ▼ 
      



2009

(302)
	



        ► 
      



December

(13)



	



        ► 
      



November

(19)



	



        ► 
      



October

(19)



	



        ► 
      



September

(20)



	



        ► 
      



August

(31)



	



        ► 
      



July

(21)



	



        ► 
      



June

(25)



	



        ► 
      



May

(26)



	



        ► 
      



April

(36)



	



        ► 
      



March

(42)



	



        ► 
      



February

(28)



	



        ▼ 
      



January

(22)
	More M-BRANE writers' links
	LOCUS link/ #1 Corrected edition free on web/ Stil...
	M-Brane writer in Amnesty campaign/  Read Greg Egan
	ARKHAM/ REALMS/ PRINT M-BRANE/ PDF PRICE/ M-BRANE ...
	CORRECTED M-BRANE #1
	ICE THREAT
	A NEW DEAL/ GREG EGAN
	ILLNESS STRIKES!/ M-BRANE CIRCULATES
	Initial reactions to #1
	A DAY THAT WILL LONG BE REMEMBERED!
	OK, Tomorrow EVENING!
	M-BRANE SF #1 TO BE RELEASED TOMORROW
	GALACTICA finally back!
	Philip K. Dick Award/ In-box
	Misunderestimation
	WORK and HATE
	Science Friday/ Zine update
	Contents of 26th Annual Year's Best SF
	ANSIBLE/ LANGFORD
	M-BRANE PDF TEST SUCCESSFUL/ COVER PREVIEW
	M-BRANE WRITERS LINKS
	ACTIVITIES REPORT: BLOG/MAG/NOVEL








	



        ► 
      



2008

(30)
	



        ► 
      



December

(13)



	



        ► 
      



November

(14)



	



        ► 
      



October

(3)
















Categories


	
12 BURNING WHEELS
(5)

	
2020
(1)

	
2020 Visions
(4)

	
Aether Age
(11)

	
amazon
(1)

	
anti-douchebaggery
(2)

	
authors
(79)

	
awards
(1)

	
book projects
(5)

	
book review
(5)

	
contemplations
(2)

	
depression
(2)

	
ebook
(1)

	
ergosphere
(7)

	
Fantastique Unfettered
(4)

	
film
(10)

	
gay
(8)

	
GreenPunk
(4)

	
guest posts
(8)

	
Little Death
(3)

	
M-Brane writers
(22)

	
Machina
(4)

	
NaNoWriMo
(5)

	
news
(1)

	
Okie nonsense
(4)

	
operations
(1)

	
other magazines
(30)

	
other publishers
(1)

	
Outer Alliance
(6)

	
personal life
(13)

	
personal writing
(17)

	
podcast
(2)

	
publishing
(2)

	
quarterly
(3)

	
queer antho
(24)

	
read
(1)

	
real world crap
(26)

	
Region Between
(7)

	
Retro Reads
(2)

	
Science Friday
(18)

	
Shared World
(14)

	
slush
(1)

	
star trek
(1)

	
strange events
(1)

	
Thanksgiving
(1)

	
The Double
(2)

	
The New Plan
(5)

	
twitter
(3)

	
writers guidelines
(5)

	
writing advice
(4)

	
writing discussion
(3)

	
zine operations
(130)



















Buy the amazing anthology now!













Jeff and me





Assessing the situation


















About Me



	

Christopher Fletcher


	I'm 38 years old and live in St. Louis with my partner Jeff and our cats Maus and Jack. I am a chef by trade, a literature student by education, and a small press publisher. My projects include M-BRANE SF magazine, a new line of books by emerging authors, and the forthcoming shared world anthology THE AETHER AGE. I am also co-editor of the upcoming new quarterly zine of erotic speculative fiction, LITTLE DEATH OF CROSSED GENRES. Among all these other activities, I find some time to write fiction, much of it infused with food.


View my complete profile
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Various business to catch up on...


1. If you're into fiction that evokes the Lovecraft ethos, check out Nathan Shumate's zine Arkham Tales. It's a handsome (and free) PDF zine. The fiction is solid and it is not "Lovecraftian" in the sense of just being more Cthulhu Mythos-type stuff, but much more broad and varied than that. Writer Jeffery Sims has a novella in it called "The House on the Hill of Stars" featuring his character Professor Vorchek who also stars in his novella "Peril in the Red Zone," scheduled for release in M-Brane #2 in March.

2. A major casualty in the genre zine world: Realms of Fantasy, a pretty big and important fantasy mag, is ending publication with its March issue.  I never really followed this one myself, but I understand it had become one of the heavy-hitters of short-form fantasy publishing. (ERROR!  Their last issue will be dated April--thanks, Rick, for catching that).


3. The print edition of M-Brane is probably going to be handled, at least for the first few months, by way of CreateSpace's print-on-demand service.  I will have the final price for #1 and the way to order it within a few days after I have been provided with some confirmations from them.  I have to say that this a less than satisfactory situation for me because it will be impossible to have the price per issue any lower than something like $5.00 or perhaps a hair higher.  The problem, however, is that I can't really produce it myself by "conventional" means for any less.  Unless and until the demand for a print edition exceeds at least 100 copies per month, I am stuck having to pay the much higher per-copy rates for much lower numbers of copies no matter what I do. While this cover price is not exactly insanely high, it does not include shipping, and I do not know what that number is yet. I have made this tentative decision, however: at least for the period that I am using POD by way of CreateSpace, and starting with issue #2, I intend to offer up two ways to buy M-Brane in print: 1) the individual issues #1, #2, etc. will be available as one would expect; and 2) I will create a sort of bimonthly "omnibus" edition containing two issues (#1 and #2, for example) under one cover.  I will actually be able to sell this double issue for not much more at all than the price of the single issue because the printer's base price for a book that size is the same as it is for one half as big. The shipping will probably be a tad more because it will weigh nearly twice as much, but it should make it possible for people who want to have the print version and do not mind waiting for bimonthly availability to buy it without spending an absurd amount of money. Once we get to where there is heavier demand for the print version, I will have more options and hopefully cheaper ones. I really want this zine to be available to as many people as possible while still having some income to support it, and a really high cover price cuts against that.


4) Sort of following from that, I have been mulling the pricing of the PDF edition. I'm going to, for now, leave the base price at $12/12 issues and continue for a while the half-price offer. Brandon Bell, in a comment on my 1/24 post makes the excellent point that people associate quality with price, and that I may be going in the wrong direction by making it so cheap. Indeed, he suggests I massively increase the subscription price and suggests much larger donations to our "pledge drive." The idea is that it would make it seem more worth buying than something that is priced just barely above the web's base price of "free" for most things. Cory Doctorow, in one of his Locus columns recently, also doubts the potential of success for "micro-payment" schemes. My natural democratic (small 'd' this time) inclinations, however, make me want to believe that it's worth making the PDF available to people who just won't--or nowadays can't--spring for a thirty dollar or more subscription to something. I suspect that there are a lot of people who can put up $12 more easily (just a hundred such folks pretty well endows my writers fund for the year assuming I stay at my lowly pay rate for stories).  Maybe the perception that this is twelve bucks well spent will follow after the zine has been around longer and people are talking about it.  And then I will triple the price!  Just kidding!


5) I continue to feel great swells of pride over the kind and generous comments that I have been receiving since the early release of the issue #1 PDF. Apparently, it is generally considered to be a good-looking zine.  I sent copies over the last couple of days to a bunch of sf "greats," major writers and other luminaries in the field, and have been dazzled and touched to get some replies from the likes of Rudy Rucker, Kevin Anderson, and David Brin among others all complimenting the nice appearance of it. I wasn't actually expecting to hear back from busy people like that, so it was extra special to know that they had actually gone to the trouble of looking at it. It reminds of me of years ago when I was maybe twenty years old and I submitted a short story to one of Jerry Pournelle's There Will Be War military sf anthologies. Ages and ages later, after I had all but forgotten about the submission, I received the expected standard rejection letter, but with a personal note from Pournelle stating that it took a long time to reject my story because the first tier of readers liked it a lot and needed him to look at it and make the call.  I had this geeky thrill over that because the dude who's name is on the cover of the book actually looked at my dumb story! (The reason that the story was rejected by There Will Be War, by the way, was because it was not really a story, but more a series of vignettes--it was, in fact, three pieces of loosely connected "flash fiction" under one title, though we didn't call it "flash" back then. I would reject it from M-Brane now, too, for the same reason). 
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Visit Apex Book Company






Read M-Brane #24 for free













WRITER'S GUIDELINES


STILL CLOSED TO SUBMISSIONS during a period of reconstruction and contemplation! A relaunch is expected in 2013, and news of it will appear first on this page. 


Full submission guidelines are still at the old page during our reconstruction, but the upshot of it is this: science fiction short stories, novelettes and novellas are welcome by email attachment at mbranesf at gmail dot com. [But not right now! And, when we relaunch, payment will likely increase.]
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